
Only in Illinois
Experience everything Illinois has to offer

 Chicago From world-class museums, to shopping along the 
Magnificent Mile to one-of-a-kind outdoor spaces like Millennium Park and 
Navy Pier – there is something for everyone in Chicago. Take in a sky-high 
view from one of Chicago’s thrilling observation decks – Skydeck Chicago 
or 360 CHICAGO. Snap a selfie at Cloud Gate, commonly referred to as “The 
Bean.” Stroll down Chicago’s Riverwalk, stopping for a drink along the way. 
Savor mouthwatering deep-dish pizza and listen to live music – including 
classic Chicago blues and jazz – at iconic venues. Soak in the city’s spectacular 
skyline along Lake Michigan, while enjoying a vibrant arts scene, inspiring 
architecture and a warm Midwest welcome. 

 Navy Pier Navy Pier, Chicago’s iconic lakefront destination is the 
#1 most visited leisure destination in the Midwest. With more than 50 acres of 
parks, restaurants, attractions and retail shops, the People’s Pier has something 
for everyone to enjoy including a staycation at the new Sable Hotel offering 
unparalleled views of Lake Michigan from every room. Coming in 2023, 
‘Illuminarium’ – a sights, sounds and smells entertainment experience.

 Get Your Kicks on Route 66 Begin a legendary journey in the heart 
of downtown Chicago where Route 66 begins. Snap the perfect selfie at the 
iconic Route 66 “Begin” sign as you begin your 300-mile trip down the Mother 
Road. Visit the Old Joliet Prison best known for being a favorite filming location 
for movies and TV shows such as The Blues Brothers and Prison Break. Make 
your way to Wilmington to see the Gemini Giant at the Launching Pad Diner, 
then make a stop in Pontiac for a photo-op with the Route 66 Shield Mural 
located on the Route 66 Hall of Fame Museum Wall. Be sure to make a pit stop in 
Springfield for a visit to Motorheads, a restaurant and museum that is home to the 
world’s largest Route 66 sign and a new live entertainment venue, the Motordome!

 Morton Arboretum – Lisle Celebrating its 100th anniversary 
this year, The Morton Arboretum is the champion of trees, a living museum 
and an engaging 1,700-acre garden. The Morton Arboretum is kicking off 
its centennial celebrations with the extension of its popular Human+Nature 
exhibition through March of 2023 along with adding two new large-scale 
sculptures and a commemorative centennial sculpture by artist Daniel 
Popper in May of 2022. Also the Arboretum will be opening a lush, colorful 
new feature, The Grand Garden, in September 2022. The 2-acre garden 
is designed to showcase the beauty and diversity of plants and create 
meaningful gathering spaces for people.

Historic Springfield A drive along Route 66 also goes through Illinois’ 
capital, Springfield. Springfield is home to numerous historic attractions 

including the Lincoln Home National Historic Site, the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum – voted one of the top experiences in the 
world by TripAdvisor Travelers’ Choice Awards. Visitors can now explore 
Illinois’ capital city on a ‘Walk, Hike and Bike History’ – a series of guided 
outdoor experiences connecting you to must-see museums and historical 
monuments in Springfield. Free guided tours will feature Abraham Lincoln, 
military and African American history. Don’t forget to stop by The Lincoln Tomb 
to rub Lincoln’s nose for good luck!

The Forge: Lemont Quarries    Voted the No. 3 top attraction in 
the U.S. by USA Today’s 10Best, The Forge is the largest aerial 

adventure course in North America at 300 acres, just 22 miles from Chicago, in 
Lemont. The adventure park features four over-water ziplines, mountain biking 
skills courses and pump tracks, flatwater paddle sports including kayaking, 
canoeing and pedal boats, a dedicated kids zone, a bouldering zone, five miles 
of running, biking and walking trails, as well as food service and a beer garden. 
In the winter, The Forge also offers 3,600 square-foot ice skating rink for 
visitors to enjoy.

 Historic Main Street – Galena Recognized as one of America’s 
most charming small towns and home to several of the world’s best B&Bs and 
inns, Galena is the ideal getaway destination. Stroll through Historic Main Street 
in downtown Galena – and you’ll pass more than 125 boutiques, eateries, 
wineries and galleries. Nestled near the Mississippi River in northwest Illinois, 
the Galena area offers beautiful scenery and plenty of ways to explore the 
great outdoors all year round. Galena is a must-stop visit while traveling one 
of Illinois’ scenic highways, the Great River Road – a 550-mile scenic drive in 
Illinois that was designated an All-American Byway in 2020. 

 Illinois Made Discover authentic, off-the-beaten-path products and 
experiences at small businesses around the state. Illinois Made celebrates 
hidden gems, owned and operated by the diverse local artisans and 
craftspeople that make Illinois such a unique destination to visit. Highlights 
include sampling cheesecake at Triple Dipple’s in Chillicothe, meeting friendly 
alpacas at Rolling Oak Alpaca Ranch in Makanda and discovering mesmerizing 
works of art by McMahon Gallery in Lake Forest. Visitors can also smell candles 
hand poured by local young moms gaining career experience from Bright 
Endeavors in Chicago, taste deliciously distilled whiskey at Blaum Bros. Distilling 
Co. in Galena and shop for handcrafted pottery at Mississippi Mud Pottery in 
Alton. There’s truly a maker for any experience you’re looking to have in Illinois.

 Big Things in a Small Town – Casey Known for its larger-than-
life objects created by local artist Jim Bolin, Casey is home to several of the 
world’s largest things as certified by the Guinness Book of World Records. A 
few of these items include the World’s Largest Teeter-Totter, Wooden Gavel (in 
Marshall), Twizzle Spoon, Barbershop Pole, Key and Golf Driver.

 Illinois Frank Lloyd Wright Trail The Illinois Frank Lloyd Wright Trail 
is a self-guided architectural adventure featuring 13 Wright-designed buildings 
throughout the state, all open to the public. The Robie House and Unity Temple 
in Oak Park are now designated UNESCO World Heritage sites.

 Shawnee National Forest  The Shawnee National Forest in 
southern Illinois sits between the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and is filled 

with hiking trails that meander through canyons under forest canopies. Garden 
of the Gods, a breathtaking overlook, offers spectacular views of towering 
sandstone cliffs formed millions of years ago. Experience thrilling outdoor 
adventures such as rock climbing, horseback riding and ziplining as well as 
new mountain biking trails and wildlife photography tours.

Historic Main Street, Galena

Download photos and additional  information  
https://bit.ly/2sJrmCX

Chicago Riverwalk

Many places have reopened with limited capacity, new operating hours or other 
restrictions. Inquire ahead of time for up-to-date health and safety information.
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New Outdoor Adventures

Alpine Coaster at Aerie’s Resort 
in Grafton – SEPT. 2021
This thrilling new ride – that’s the 
first of its kind in Illinois – will feature 
two-person sleds that will travel 
down the hillside over 3,000 feet 
of track at speeds up to 25 miles 
per hour. Visitors can travel through 
the seasonal foliage that Grafton is 
known for, and twist and turn around 
the landscape.

Hoof It & Sip It in Galena –  
NOW OPEN 
Join in on a goat trek paired with 
a wine tasting while overlooking 
incredible views of Galena Country. 
Stroll with a glass of wine in hand 
and a goat by your side. Return 
from the walk to enjoy tastings 
from a local vineyard and winery, 
Fergedaboudit, paired with goat 
cheese (of course) and others.

Fall Foliage and History Tour on 
the Great River Road –  
OCT. 2022 
Marvel over one of the most scenic 
fall color drives, the Meeting of the 
Great Rivers National Scenic Byway 
and through historic Elsah, during 
a two-hour guided shuttle tour 
featuring unparalleled autumn foliage 
in the Midwest.

Foodie Experiences

Big Thorn Farm & Brewery and Tree Bar in 
Georgetown Discover a 15-acre off-the-grid farm that 
brews wood-aged, cellar-fermented, naturally-carbonated 
beer using solar-power - served up cold in the woods at 
the Tree Bar.

Shawnee Hills Wine Trail The Shawnee Hills Wine 
Trail features 11 award-winning wineries located along 
a 35-mile scenic drive in the Shawnee National Forest. 
Along the way, have a picnic, go on a hike, visit a shop 
and stay in a cozy B&B or cabin.

Blackhawk Chocolate Trail of Northwest Illinois
Sweet tooths everywhere are invited to take a journey to 
experience a chocolate escape in Northwest Illinois. From 
candy stores and gift shops, to cafes and bakeries, there 
are plenty of locations to choose from.

Doc’s Soda Fountain on Route 66 – REOPENING 
APRIL 2022 Located on historic Route 66, Doc’s Soda 
Fountain was originally a pharmacy built in the 1880’s. 
Stop in for an old-fashioned treat or ice cream along with 
a tasty lunch and dinner on an Americana-style road trip 
along the Mother Road.

Chicago Gourmet – SEPT. 2022 
Celebrating its 15th anniversary this year, Chicago’s 
annual food festival hosted by the Illinois Restaurant 
Association, highlights the city’s best chefs through 
cooking demonstrations, panel talks, wine tastings and 
with one-of-a-kind bites.

New Events, Exhibits and Shows

Frida: Immersive Dream, Chicago  – OPENS  
FEB. 2022 Journey through the life and art of Frida 
Kahlo – from pain to triumph – like never before in this 
new 360-degree experience.

Museum of Ice Cream, Chicago – OPENS SUMMER 2022
Chicago will soon host the immersive foodie museum 
designed to spark imagination while celebrating 
everyone’s favorite sweet treat - ice cream.

NASCAR Cup Race, Madison – JUNE 2022 
NASCAR will hold its first-ever cup race at the World 
Wide Technology Raceway June 5-7. Visitors can 
watch the Cup Race, meet NASCAR drivers, enjoy 
thrilling track events and more.

“Native Truths: Our Voices, Our Stories,” at the 
Field Museum, Chicago – MAY 2022 
Created with the help of 11 Native American scholars 
and representative of more than 100 Tribes, this 
exhibit will focus on stories told by Native Americans, 
augmented by contemporary art, poetry, photography 
and historical objects from the Field Museum’s collection.

Golden-Con: Thank You For Being a Fan, Chicago 
– APRIL 2022 The new convention based on the hit 
comedy “Golden Girls,” is set to take place in Chicago’s 
Northalsted neighborhood in Spring of 2022. “Golden 
Girls” fans will have a chance to visit the “Greatest Gift” 
Vendor’s Market, the live parody shows from Hell in a 
Handbag Theater Company, experience the “Chicago: 
You’ve Got Style” costume parade and weekend-long 
trivia, among other events.

The Color Factory, Chicago – SPRING 2022 
Opening in the Willis Tower, the Color Factory will 
showcase eye-catching, kaleidoscopic installations 
inspired by the color wheel and local culture.

25th Anniversary of the John Deere Pavilion, 
Moline – 2022 At the newly reopened John Deere 
Pavilion, visitors can discover a brand-new experience 
featuring new and vintage farming equipment, 
interactive and immersive exhibits and more.

Alpine Coaster, Grafton 

Illinois accolades
TripAdvisor Travelers’ 
Choice Awards

Travelers Choice Awards
• Green Tree Inn B&B in Elsah and 

owners Gary & Connie Davis awarded 
for the second consecutive year.

• Irish Inn & Cottages in Galena – 2021
• Alton Hauntings Tours – 2021
Top Inns and B&Bs 
• Jail Hill Inn in Galena ranks #7 in 

the U.S.
Travel & Leisure World’s Best Awards
• The Top 10 Resort Hotels in the 

Midwest – Deer Path Inn in Lake 
Forest ranked #1

• The Top 15 City Hotels in the 
Continental U.S. – Viceroy Chicago 
ranked #1, The Langham in Chicago 
ranked #6

USA Today 10 Best in 2021

• Best Small Town for Adventure – 
Savanna ranked #1

• Best Boat Tour – Chicago Architecture 
Foundation ranked #1

• Best Hotel for the Holidays – The 
Peninsula Chicago ranked #2

• Best Holiday Market – 
Christkindlmarket Chicago ranked #3

• Best Immersive Art Museum – WNDR 
Museum in Chicago ranked #5

Condé Nast Traveler

• Chicago ranks #1 in the Reader’s 
Choice list of Best Big Cities in the 
U.S. for the fifth consecutive year

Michelin Guide Chicago

• Chicago is home to 24 Michelin-
starred restaurants and 58 Bib 
Gourmand rated restaurants 

Beer Capital

• Chicago metro area is home to more 
than 160 breweries, more than any 
other city

U.S. News and World Report

• Best Weekend Getaways in the 
Midwest – Chicago ranked #1

• Best Foodie Cities in the U.S. – 
Chicago ranked #3

• Best Hotels in the U.S. – The 
Peninsula in Chicago ranked #2 and 
the Langham in Chicago ranked #5

World Heritage Sites

• Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site, 
Collinsville

• Frederick C. Robie House, Chicago
• Unity Temple, Oak Park 

Notable New Hotels

LOFTIE Spaces & Events in Peoria – OPEN 

St. Regis Hotel in Chicago – JUNE 2022

LaSalle Hotel in Chicago – FEB. 2022

Sable Hotel at Navy Pier in Chicago – OPEN


